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This overall research project examines connections between philanthropy and the field of Adult Education. By analyzing classic comprehensive historical texts on the development of Adult Education—J.T. Adams' Frontiers of American Culture (1944), C.H. Grattan's In Quest of Knowledge (1955), M.S. Knowles' The Adult Education Movement in the United States (1962), Stubblefield and Keane's Adult Education in the American Experience (1994), and J. Kett's The Pursuit of Knowledge Under Difficulties: From Self-Improvement to Adult Education in America (1994)—this project identifies philanthropic themes and phenomena in Adult Education and assesses their overall importance and relevance to that field. 
This paper presents the preliminary results from applying a broad based definition of philanthropy as an interpretive framework for studying the history of Adult Education via two of the aforementioned texts. The results identified philanthropy as a critical and influential force in the history of Adult Education as evidenced through the central role that voluntary associations, charitable foundations and voluntarism played in its development. This is part of a larger effort to bring philanthropy in from the margins of educational research and scholarship, and dispel misconceptions that it is only or mostly relevant to administrators and advancement practitioners. The plan for future analysis is outlined as are key issues for continued consideration, such as the definition of philanthropy and the social and political power of philanthropic institutions. 
