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The semester has ended, but the past month hasullegimactivities on all fronts. | begin this
letter by featuring the Center’s relationship wilie Association for Research on Nonprofit
Organizations and Voluntary Action (ARNOVA). ARNOWas become a major force in
building the field of nonprofit and philanthropitudies. The organization has grown from 388
members in 1995 to more than 1,100 members todayhas greatly expanded in international
participation. The organization is located near@eater in Indianapolis and we are pleased to
have a close relationship. The Executive DirectokRNOVA, Thom Jeavons, is an adjunct
member of the Philanthropic Studies Faculty. ARNQC&/ajor journal, théNonprofit and
Voluntary Sector Quarterly, is edited by two Philanthropic Studies Facultymbers, Wolfgang
Bielefeld, Professor of Public and Environmentallaft and Dwight Burlingame, Associate
Executive Director of the Center.

The most recent, very successful ARNOVA conferamas held in Atlanta, November 14 to 17.
Twenty-eight Philanthropic Studies Faculty and stud presented papers at the conference.
Topics included developing standardized giving aoldnteering measures, tax exempt issues
for college athletics, and an exploration of thedaor of high-net worth donors. Additionally,
the Center’s research staff alone presented eaypdrs. Our students have been directly involved
in writing and analyzing data for seven of thosghepapers. Two of the papers are from our
Bank of America work; one is from Giving USA, thraese data from the Center on Philanthropy
Panel Study (COPPS); one uses a combined datasetdgional studies of giving to examine
motivations for giving; and one is from our studyoat foundation funding for overhead costs.
The following are highlights from the Center's mostent research projects which were
featured in many of the papers presented at the@¥RAconference.

New findings from the latest wave of the CentePtilanthropy Panel Study (COPPS) have just
been released. We sent you the news release lakt Wais is the latest nationally representative
data about annual household giving available. Grieeomost interesting results indicates that
nearly one-third of households shift between dawggéind not donating annually. And 56 percent
of households made contributions in each of theglyears studied. Better understanding of
intermittent giving patterns is important for noofis, donors, and policy makers and the
Center’s researchers are exploring related factors.

Bank of America released the “Portraits of Donaegiort that the Center’'s Research team
developed for them. It has already garnered memiarage from th&Vashington Post, the
Chicago Tribune, theChronicle of Philanthropy andlnvestment News. The study found that



many different factors such as net worth, familstdmy, and the source of an individual’'s wealth
come into play when making a gift. A copy of thpod is available via the Center’'s web site
www.philanthropy.iupui.edu

In partnership with American Express, the Centkyased the results of the American Express
Charitable Gift Survey. It is the first nationaligpresentative study to look at how and why
people give online versus offline. It reveals grdloreaking analysis of individual gifts, which
differs from the traditional look at annualized igiy. Although nearly two-thirds of Americans

in this study gave to a charity in the past yealy one in every ten donors takes advantage of
giving online. This research found that a charitydine presence (or lack there-of) influenced
whether donors give online. The single largestaragven for not making online donations was
that individuals were unaware of online giving ops. More than one quarter of offline-only
donors said that they did not give online becaheg tould not find an online giving site, they
did not know they could make a gift online, or tlteg not think of giving online. Among those
who contributed online, one in five said the prignarotivation for giving online related to
whether the charity actively promoted online givoigices. The American Express Charitable
Gift Survey also reveals for the first time how muemericans contribute at any one time in a
single gift transaction, whether the transactioonbne or offline. The vast majority of donations
come in small dollar amounts. Two-thirds of donasiavere $100 or less. In fact, the study
found that the median charitable donation is $50ddwnload the American Express Charitable
Gift Survey, please go to http://www.americanexprasn/corp/pc/2007/aecgs.asp

General David Grange, President and CEO of the Muoi@i Tribune Foundation, hosted a
retreat for the Board of Visitors’ Strategic PlampiCommittee to begin updating our plan for
2008-2013. Prior to the retreat, the Center’s aattiimet for a full day to review our progress in
2007-08 and make recommendations for the future.démter’s staff will work on the draft plan
during a strategic planning session in Januarytlaadaculty will discuss the plan as well. A
draft version will be sent to the Board for commienEebruary. We will spend our time together
at the March meeting discussing priorities and tgpreg the final version.

The Center hosted a conference this month in laghialis that brought our AIM Alliance
partners (the Johnson Center for Philanthropy amapkbfit Leadership at Grand Valley State
University and the Center for Nonprofit LeadershipArizona State University) together with us
for “Not Just a Direction, But an Aim: Equity & Ranthropy.” The meeting included many of
the top leaders in philanthropy with the goal teistsin developing future leaders of color in the
grantmaking field. AIM is a collaboration, fundey the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, with a
mission of unleashing new resources and incredemgnderstanding of philanthropy among
people of color, women, and youth. A key learningcome of the event was the development of
ideas about how foundations can address the codeimgpgraphic changes in the United States
and reach these communities in the distributiofoohdation resources. The convening was
small enough to ensure close interaction betweeioisand emerging practitioners.

This fall has been an especially busy time for medguests. We fielded 153 media requests in
October to and November, and our faculty and s@fficipated in 64 interviews. Currently we
are receiving calls related to holiday and year-gnthg. Media are inquiring about such topics
as predictions on holiday giving, how the econoiffigas giving, the prevalence and outcomes



of charity gift cards, alternative gift-giving ugirtharitable donations, and how to wisely choose
a charity to give to this holiday season. Centeulty and staff have done interviews on these
issues with outlets such @ke Chronicle on Philanthropy, WTHR Eyewitness News, WISH-TV
Channel 8, the LouisvilleCourier-Journal, andinside Indiana Business. Our Philanthropic

Giving Index (PGI) was just released. Professidmadiraisers are slightly more optimistic about
the overall climate for philanthropy in the U.Saththey had been six months ago and one year
ago. The PGl index is 88.8 which is a 1.5 percearteiase from six months ago and a 1.5 percent
increase from last year.

There were two important Lake Family Institute etk & Giving events of note. Bill Enright
served on a panel in Chicago for the Interfaith tidDonference attended by more than 500
individuals engaged in interfaith youth work fromoand the country (e.g. the Dean of the
Chapel at Princeton University). This particulanglfocused on potential fundraising sources
for interfaith work and the role foundations migidy in providing funds for this work. In
addition, Bill served as the keynote speaker ferdpening of the meeting in Washington of the
American Academy of Otolaryngology and for the aardinner for the YMCA of Greater
Columbus, Ohio.

The United Jewish Communities General Assembly amaent Leadership Institute used the
focus of the Women’s Philanthropy Institute forpesial session. Dwight Burlingame and
Andrea Pactor led a session focused on the potantigpromise of women’s philanthropy for
150 lay and professional leaders of Jewish Fedgrafrom around the country. Andrea
moderated a session on “Do We Really Know the Fatmtsit Gender and Philanthropy” and
Dwight moderated a session on “Modeling Leaderghipiving.” Ellen Remmer, a member of
the Center’s Board of Visitors, also presentedathlsessions. WPI also provided much of the
programming for the CASE V conference in Chicage thonth, including a panel of donors
interacting with university development officerdj\eely and informative exchange.

The Center piloted three new courses this fall Whwdl be part of our regular course schedule

in 2008. 1 will report on the results after thaemst public offerings. Thank you for all you have
done for us in 2007. Best wishes for a great hglgkason. And best wishes for a great 2008. As
always, your comments and suggestions are welcome.



